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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING SECTION 



The meeting of the Professional Train- 
ing Section was held as a joint session of 
the Section and of the Association of 
American Library Schools. This arrange- 
ment was the result of a plan for an open 
meeting on the part of the Association of 
American Library Schools, and of the 
realization that a line is difficult to draw 
between those topics on the one hand 
which are of common interest to the Asso- 
ciation and to the profession at large, and 
those on the other hand which naturally 
and logically fall within the scope of the 
Section. The program was planned by 
consultation on the part of the officers of 
the two organizations. 

E. J. Reece, Chairman of the Professional 
Training Section, presided. Eva Leslie, 
of the Cleveland Public Library, served 
as secretary in place of W. J. Hamilton, 
who was present at the conference, but 
unable to attend the meeting of the Sec- 
tion. The first item was a statement by 
Josephine Adams Rathbone, retiring presi- 
dent of the Association of American Li- 
brary Schools, regarding the purposes and 
work of the Association. Miss Rathbone 
told of the manner in which the Associa- 
tion came to be organized, of the stand- 
ards to which the member schools conform, 
and of the fact that meetings are ordinar- 
ily not open because the programs are 
largely technical and concerned with the 
mechanics of library school management. 
As Miss Rathbone was due at a meeting 
of the Publishing Board, it was impossible 
for her to lead such discussion of her 
topic as might have arisen had she been 
able to remain. 

In view of his investigation of various 
phases of library training, carried on for 
the Carnegie Corporation and in connec- 
tion with studies of certification for the 
American Library Association and the 
New York State Association, Dr. C. C. 
Williamson had been asked to accept a 
place upon the program and had agreed 
to speak upon the practical work op li- 
brary school students. Owing to a 



change of position and increased duties, 
however, Dr. Williamson found about the 
middle of June that he would not be able 
to be at Swampscott on Friday of the 
conference week and that it would be im- 
possible for him to complete his paper. 
There was substituted therefore the dis- 
cussion of the report of the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Recruiting for Library Service, 
for which it had proved difficult to make 
time in the general sessions of the con- 
ference. This was done with the consent 
of President Tyleb, and the discussion 
was led by E. J. Reece, who acted for J. 
T. Jennings, chairman of the Committee. 
Julia Hopkins, Vice-chairman of the Pro- 
fessional Training Section, presided mean- 
while. Mr. Reece gave a brief paper, en- 
titled THE AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE RE- 
CRUITING committee. Comments and sug- 
gestions followed by President Tyler, and 
by members of the committee, including 
Mr. Drury, Miss Overton, Miss Rose, and 
Miss Roberts, and by others. 

Malcolm G. Wyer, Chairman of the A. 
L. A. Committee on Library Training, was 
then introduced to conduct discussion of 
the work of his committee. This included 
consideration not only of the general sub- 
ject, but of the activity of the two sub- 
committees, one of which, under Carrie E. 
Scott, dealt with the Comparative Value 
of Training for Library Service in Training 
Classes and in Summer Schools, and the 
other of which, under Margaret Mann, 
analyzed Training of Catalogers, and 
made proposals regarding it. Discussion 
followed, and was resumed after the clos- 
ing of the formal session by those particu- 
larly interested in the points raised by 
Miss Mann's suggestions. The reports of 
both the Committee on Library Training 
and the Committee on Recruiting for Li- 
brary Service are printed in full in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, and were in the hands 
of delegates at the time of the conference, 
consequently no digest is necessary here. 

Time did not permit the receiving of re- 
ports on new features of work at the 
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various library schools and training 
classes. Marion Horton, however, speak- 
ing for the School Libraries Section, told of 
the interest of that section in the prepar- 
ation of candidates for school library 'work, 
and of the compilation of data as to the 
content of library school courses with a 
view to its bearing upon this. 



Officers of the Section for 1921-22 were 
elected as follows: Chairman, Sidney B. 
Mitchell, University of California Library 
School; Vice-Chairman, Lucy L. Morgan, 
Detroit Public Library; Secretary, Edna 
M. Hull, East Junior High School Library, 
Warren, Ohio. Eva G. Leslie, 

Secretary pro tem. 



PUBLIC DOCUMENTS ROUND TABLE 



The Public Documents Round Table was 
held at the New Ocean House, Swampscott, 
Massachusetts, June 22, 1921, at 9:30 a.m. 
H. H. B. Meyer, chairman, presided. 

At the meeting of the Documents Round 
Table at Colorado Springs, Jessie M. Wood- 
ford gave a very interesting account of the 
way documents were treated and circulated 
in the Chicago Public Library. To meet 
the demand for further information a Sub- 
Committee on the Popular Use of Docu- 
ments in Public Libraries was appointed 
consisting of Jessie M. Woodford, chair- 
man, Edith Guerrier, Emma O. Hance, 
Jane P. Hubbell, and Althea H. Warren. 

This committee during the past year 
circulated a questionnaire, the results of 
which surpassed all expectation, and has 
brought together a mass of first-hand in- 
formation concerning the practice and 
wishes of public librarians throughout 
the country in handling public documents. 

The presentation of an informal report by 
Miss Woodford at the Swampscott confer- 
ence resulted in the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions. A fuller and more 
detailed statement, being the actual re- 
port of the Sub-Committee, follows the 
resolutions. It may be of interest to know 
that the information gathered by the Sub- 
Committee is being placed at the disposal 
of the Superintendent of Documents, the 
Public Printer, and the Chairman of the 
Joint Committee on Printing, and will un- 
doubtedly be of material assistance in mak- 
ing the final form of the Printing bill, still 
pending before Congress, more satisfactory 
to librarians throughout the country. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 



"Whereas, a great number of libraries In 
answer to a questionnaire have expressed 
a desire for certain changes in the print- 
ing and decorating of the covers of U. 
S. Documents, which changes would simp- 
lify and lessen the cost of preparing the 
documents for circulation by the libraries, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, that it is the sense of the 
Documents Round Table that the following 
changes in covers, printing and decorating 
of public documents would lessen cost of 
preparation for circulation in libraries: 

(1) Uniformity in size. 

(2) Uniform place for official designa- 
tion, series, numbers, titles, etc. 

(3) More substantial covers, at least 
stiff paper or boards on the more popular 
documents. 

(4) Continue illustrations on Farmers' 
Bulletin but reserve uniformly a blank 
space for library call number. 

Whereas, there is a great need of cer- 
tain documents for the immature students 
and for the untrained and non-technical 
worker, and the necessity for a more wide- 
spread and intelligent understanding of 
American principles and problems on the 
part of the common citizen, native and 
foreign-born; Therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Documents Round 
Table of the A. L. A. commend to the at- 
tention of the various departments and 
bureaus of the National Government the 
publishing of more documents in a style 
and form calculated to reach the less edu- 
cated reader, and the adapting of docu- 
ments already published to that end; call- 
ing attention to the publications most 
needed and possibly susceptible to such 
treatment, as revealed by a survey of the 
actual needs of the libraries of the country 
made by the American Library Associa- 
tion; and be it further 

Resolved, that the Committee on Pub- 
lic Documents or a sub-committee thereof 
give further study to the survey that has 



